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With exact computation, e would be 0. But with floating-point, the output pro-
duced is

a =
1.33333333333333

b =
0.33333333333333

c =
1.00000000000000

e =
2.220446049250313e-016

It turns out that the only roundoff occurs in the division in the first statement.
The quotient cannot be exactly 4/3, except on that Russian trinary computer.
Consequently the value stored in a is close to, but not exactly equal to, 4/3. The
subtraction b = a - 1 produces a b whose last bit is 0. This means that the
multiplication 3*b can be done without any roundoff. The value stored in c is
not exactly equal to 1, and so the value stored in e is not 0. Before the IEEE
standard, this code was used as a quick way to estimate the roundoff level on
various computers.

The roundoff level eps is sometimes called “floating-point zero,” but that’s a
misnomer. There are many floating-point numbers much smaller than eps. The
smallest positive normalized floating-point number has f = 0 and e = −1022. The
largest floating-point number has f a little less than 1 and e = 1023. Matlab
calls these numbers realmin and realmax. Together with eps, they characterize
the standard system.

Binary Decimal
eps 2^(-52) 2.2204e-16
realmin 2^(-1022) 2.2251e-308
realmax (2-eps)*2^1023 1.7977e+308

If any computation tries to produce a value larger than realmax, it is said to
overflow. The result is an exceptional floating-point value called infinity or Inf. It
is represented by taking e = 1024 and f = 0 and satisfies relations like 1/Inf = 0
and Inf+Inf = Inf.

If any computation tries to produce a value that is undefined even in the real
number system, the result is an exceptional value known as Not-a-Number, or NaN.
Examples include 0/0 and Inf-Inf. NaN is represented by taking e = 1024 and f
nonzero.

If any computation tries to produce a value smaller than realmin, it is said to
underflow. This involves one of the optional, and controversial, aspects of the IEEE
standard. Many, but not all, machines allow exceptional denormal or subnormal
floating-point numbers in the interval between realmin and eps*realmin. The
smallest positive subnormal number is about 0.494e-323. Any results smaller than
this are set to 0. On machines without subnormals, any results less than realmin
are set to 0. The subnormal numbers fill in the gap you can see in the floatgui
model system between 0 and the smallest positive number. They do provide an


